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IMPLEMENTING A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH 
TO PREVENTING VIOLENCE 

Wales: Legislation lays the foundations 
 

Legislation is a powerful violence prevention tool, recognised in the INSPIRE framework for preventing 
violence against children (VAC) and the RESPECT framework for preventing violence against women (VAW). 
Robust legislation provides both protection against violence and the structural conditions for sustained 
violence prevention. Wales, a nation of the UK with devolved powers in many key policy areas crucial for 
whole systems prevention, exemplifies this approach, developing a suite of mutually reinforcing legislation, 
where it has competence, that operates at multiple levels.  

 
KEY FEATURES  

• Legislation supporting violence prevention: The Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 
2014 places safeguarding duties on local authorities, emphasises early intervention and 
mandates collaborative service delivery. The Violence against Women, Domestic Abuse and 
Sexual Violence (Wales) Act 2015 (VAWDASV Act) requires national and local strategies, the 
appointment of a National VAWDASV Adviser and establishes a shared governance structure that 
brings non-devolved bodies, including policing, into delivery alongside devolved ones. The 
Children (Abolition of Defence of Reasonable Punishment) (Wales) Act 2020 made all physical 
punishment of children illegal in Wales. 

• Legislation addressing risk and protective factors: The Public Health (Minimum Price for 
Alcohol) (Wales) Act 2018 introduced a minimum unit price for alcohol, a leading population-level 
intervention against a well-established risk factor for violence. The Curriculum and Assessment 
(Wales) Act 2021 and its Relationships and Sexuality Education (RSE) Code 2022 place a duty on 
schools to teach RSE, equipping children and young people to recognise abuse, build healthy 
relationships and seek support. 

• Social determinants legislation: The Well-being of Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015 creates 
a legally binding common purpose across government, health boards and public bodies to 
improve wellbeing sustainably, sitting alongside laws on poverty, inequality and housing. It 
embeds a prevention mandate across the whole public sector, and its long-term framing 
counters the short-term funding cycles that undermine sustained investment. 

• Supporting frameworks and strategies: Wales’s legislative ecosystem is complemented by 
various non-statutory frameworks and strategies that provide shared conceptual foundations, 
delivery guidance and cross-sector coordination for violence prevention, such as Wales Without 
Violence: a shared framework for the prevention of violence among children and young people in 
Wales. 

 
PROGRESS AND EVIDENCE OF IMPACT 

While causation cannot be attributed to legislative implementation, Crime Survey for England and Wales 
data show the proportion of adults experiencing violence dropped from 6.5% in 2002 to 3.4% in 2020. 
Analysis of the same data shows that violence against women in Wales did not begin to fall until after 2016, 
shortly after the VAWDASV Act 2015, and has since fallen while rising in England. 

 
WHY THIS MATTERS 

Wales demonstrates how a suite of legislation can create the structural conditions for violence 
prevention without a single dedicated ‘Violence Prevention Act’ or devolved responsibility for the criminal 
justice system. By supporting violence prevention, targeting risk and protective factors, and addressing 
social determinants, the infrastructure shows how Acts can work together to address violence at its 
roots, making violence prevention relevant to a wider range of policy actors and creating multiple entry 
points for intervention.  

Find out more: waleswithoutviolence.com 
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