IMPLEMENTING A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH

TO PREVENTING VIOLENCE
Australia: Our Watch

Our Watch was established in 2013 by the Victorian and Commonwealth Governments as a national
non-governmental organisation for the primary prevention of violence against women (VAW),
expanding to all state and territory governments by 2019. It synthesises evidence, develops national
frameworks, advises governments, implements social marketing campaigns and builds prevention
capacity across workplaces, schools, sport and media settings and communities.

KEY FEATURES

e Multijurisdictional funding, governance and independence: Funded jointly by the
Commonwealth and all state and territory governments, Our Watch is a multipartisan body with
its own constitution and independent board, retaining legal and operational autonomy to publish
evidence and frameworks without government sign-off. The Our Watch Institute (2023)
diversifies income through fee-for-service training.

e A shared national framework: Our Watch led the development of the world's first national
framework on primary prevention of VAW, owned by Our Watch rather than government, giving it
independent evidential authority. Change the story: a shared framework for the primary
prevention of violence against women in Australia (2015, updated 2021) identifies the structural
and socio-cultural drivers of violence and the actions needed by government and at every level of
society. Funded under the National Plan and endorsed by it, the framework embeds a single,
shared evidence base across all nine jurisdictions, shared and trusted by both governments and
practitioners.

¢ Institutional embeddedness: Our Watch has a dedicated focus on prevention but sits within a
wider architecture including the National Plan, Australia’s National Research Organisation for
Women's Safety (ANROWS) and the Domestic, Family and Sexual Violence Commission, which
cover prevention, early intervention, response, recovery and healing.

e Enabling conditions: The National Plan to Reduce Violence against Women and their Children
2010-2022, and its 2022-2032 successor, oriented policy toward primary prevention and gave
Our Watch its founding mandate. It emerged from decades of women’s movement advocacy and
the 2009 A Time for Action report, whose recommendation for a national centre of excellence led
to the establishment of both Our Watch and ANROWS. Intergovernmental frameworks enabled
multijurisdictional funding and governance; civil society advocacy secured multipartisan
support.

EVIDENCE OF IMPACT

Population-level change cannot be attributed to a single institution, but Our Watch's own tracking data
(2013-2024) shows improvement across prevention indicators, including community attitudes and
prevalence of physical violence, though measures of sexual assault have increased. Its frameworks are
widely referenced and applied across government and non-government contexts.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Our Watch shows that a national expert body for the primary prevention of violence against women can
operate independently of government while remaining publicly funded. Its embeddedness across
national plans, research bodies and commissions and its strong relationships with prevention
practitioners shows how coordinated, multi-sector action can translate prevention into practice.

Find out more: ourwatch.org.au/
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