IMPLEMENTING A PUBLIC HEALTH APPROACH

TO PREVENTING VIOLENCE
Anguilla: The INSPIRE workshop

Anguillais a British Overseas Territory in the Eastern Caribbean with a population of approximately 15,000.
It is experiencing an intensifying violence crisis, with homicide rates nearly three times the global average.
The Governor and Premier have condemned gun violence and called for urgent action. In January 2026, an
INSPIRE-based strategic mapping and prioritisation workshop was convened by a partnership of the UK
Health Security Agency (UKHSA), the Government of Anguilla, and Public Health Wales, funded by the UK's
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO). Over 50 multi-sectoral stakeholders attended
from health, education, justice, social services, police, and community organisations and groups,
alongside consultations with 36 children and young people.

KEY FEATURES

e Guided by the INSPIRE framework: Launched in 2016, the framework presents seven
internationally endorsed, evidence-based strategies for ending violence against children.

e Design and methodology: The three-day workshop progressed from evidence to mapping to
commitment: Day 1built shared foundations through building understanding of the public health
approach to violence prevention and INSPIRE framework, epidemiological data on the burden of
violence, and mapping risk and protective factors across contexts using the socioecological
model; Day 2 mapped existing violence prevention activities across the seven INSPIRE
strategies and identified gaps to inform priority-setting; Day 3 brought in senior decision-makers
for collective visioning and a formal commitment to action.

e Engaging children and young people: Consultations in schools and a government-funded Social
Upskilling Programme were led by trusted adults, enabling honest inputs. Children and young
people identified multiple forms of violence and proposed solutions that adult professionals
had underemphasised or missed.

PROGRESS AND EVIDENCE OF IMPACT

e Commitments to coordinated action: Participants committed to: 1. Developing an evidence-
based Anguillian Violence Prevention Strategy incorporating the INSPIRE framework; 2.
Implementing a formalised, multi-sectoral National Violence Prevention Coordination
Mechanism; and 3. Exploring a Global INSPIRE Pledge at the 2026 Global Ministerial Conference
on Ending Violence Against Children.

e Grounded in evidence: Although Anguillais early in its violence prevention journey, the INSPIRE
framework is underpinned by evidence with documented effects in other countries, particularly
alongside coordinated policy and programme responses.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Anguilla’'s health system has shown resilience to major shocks, and the same public health principles of
evidence-based action, multi-sectoral collaboration, and community engagement can be applied to
violence prevention. The INSPIRE workshop shows the framework can effectively catalyse violence
prevention action in small island territories with distinct governance and constrained public sector
capacity. Key design lessons include starting from assets, embedding children and young people’s voices,
sequencing senior decision-maker engagement after practitioners build a shared evidence base, and
using epidemiological data to focus on priorities. The three workshop commitments will form the
foundation for Anguilla’s journey to end violence against children.
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