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CONTEXT

In November 2024, 120 member states and 80 Ministers
gathered with child, youth, survivor, practitioner, faith, and
funder leaders in Colombia for the first-ever Global
Ministerial Conference (GMC) on Ending Violence Against
Children. The event exceeded expectations in vibrancy and
the volume of commitments, generating pledges to
accelerate action on SDG 16.2 from an unprecedented 109
member states. Critical investments in the life chances of the
billion boys and girls who experience violence each year.

Momentum has been maintained and will continue to grow
in the lead-up to the next Ministerial Conference. At the first-
year anniversary, over 60% of pledge-making member states
officially reported back on progress made. Additional pledges
have been made since the 1°* GMC, including during regional
convenings. Member states have joined the Pathfinding
Alliance 2.0 since its launch at the First Ministerial
Conference, and have met at the regional level to exchange
solutions and progress.

The Second Global Ministerial Conference to End Violence Against Children will be hosted by the
Government of the Philippines —in partnership with WHO and UNICEF — in November 2026 (18-19) in a
world much changed from that of the First Ministerial Conference. Shifts in stability, power and fiscal space
make for a more complex and contested landscape.

But these challenges enhance rather than reduce the necessity of a Second Ministerial Conference.

Childhood matters. Now, more than ever, governments, agencies, allies, and advocates need to stand
for children — to protect our most vulnerable and promising citizens and to enable them to build happy,
healthy lives. Because of, not in spite of, the changing global context, leaders will convene in Manila for
the Second Ministerial Conference, with a renewed determination to end violence against children

in all its forms.

Prevention of violence at scale is critical. The INSPIRE framework also demonstrates, beyond doubt, that
prevention is possible. While the three breakthrough investments (parent and caregiver support, safe and
enabling schools, response systems) continue to be the pillars of the Global Ministerial Conferences, this
second convening will provide a timely opportunity to dive deeper into prevention of violence, with a
focus on tech-facilitated violence, violence prevention in humanitarian action and climate action, and
addressing the intersection of violence against children and violence against women to break the
intergenerational cycle.


https://bogota.endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/
https://bogota.endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/

PRINCIPLES

From design through to delivery, the Second Ministerial Conference will be guided by key ‘North Star’
principles:

Focus: The content of the Conference will follow
the evidence, with a deliberate prevention-first
focus, explicitly engaging with what works to
prevent violence against children.

Scope: The conference will build on the 1t GMC,
delving deeper into evidence-based investments
for prevention at scale.

With a specific focus on the role of parent and
caregiver support and safe and enabling schools,
the 2" GMC will also explore how these
breakthroughs can contribute to:

- prevention of tech-facilitated harms

- prevention in humanitarian and climate-
affected contexts

- breaking the cycle of violence - intersections
of violence against children/violence against
women

- highlighting the role of health and a public
health approach in violence prevention

- showcasing good practice and key tools in
financing (public and private) for violence
prevention

Inclusion: The success of the Ministerial
Conference will be informed by its co-creation
and representation. Ministerial participants will
reflect this focus, ensuring strong representation
across Health, Education, Justice and Technology
portfolios alongside Social Welfare/Affairs. Whilst
the principal attendees of the GMC are Ministers
and government delegations, children, young
people, survivors, CSOs, faith actors, academia,
funders, and private-sector leaders are critical
contributors. The hosts are committed to ensuring
that the preparatory process and Conference
programme are transparent, inclusive, and co-
created, with “space at the table” for leaders and
actors from across the ecosystem. This includes
ensuring that Global South-based civil society
actors have their rightful place, a sufficient share
of resources, and a meaningful role in priority-
setting, while being recognised as essential
partners alongside governments and the UN
system in sustainably responding to the global
problem of violence against children.

Accountability: The Second Ministerial
Conference provides a platform to showcase
pledge implementation successes, take stock of
progress, and also to reflect upon common
implementation challenges and delays, and how
to overcome these challenges.

Action: The outstanding success of the First
Ministerial Conference was the announcement of
action. 109 member states made over 395
pledges to end violence against children. The
urgency and jeopardy for children are greater
than ever. This Second Ministerial Conference sets
the stage and expectation for member states — as
well as funders — to make new, additional and
stronger pledges, especially in underrepresented
areas and sectors, concentrating their investment
and action on ending violence against children.

Ambition: The global context may have changed,
but the shared commitment remains clear;
violence against children is preventable through
collective action. The Conference will celebrate
success, spotlight pioneer governments, partners
and programmes, generate enhanced
commitments, including financial commitments
and catalyse progress. The tone of the Conference
will be positive, optimistic and solution-oriented.




The top-line objective of the 2nd Global Ministerial Conference is to lock-in political commitment to ending
violence against children, demonstrating that prevention is possible, celebrating progress and pledge
delivery, and generating new financial commitments to accelerate action through to 2030.

Ministerial Conference objectives:

Demonstrating delivery: Assessing and
celebrating pledge progress made by
countries and agencies with a focus since the
15t Ministerial Conference, and identifying key
success factors

Renewing and strengthening commitment:
Replenishing political and financial
commitments to accelerate efforts, and
expanding commitments with a focus on
underrepresented sectors, including health
(generating new/additional pledges from
private, philanthropic, bi-lat and domestic
investment into new and existing pledges)

PROGRAMME

(core and satellite events)

Showcasing Success: Spotlighting ways to
scale proven strategies for the Breakthrough
Prevention Solutions: parenting programmes
and school-based interventions

Embedding escalating issues and VAC
multipliers: Driving action amongst member
states and allies around priority VAC
intersections, including prevention of tech-
facilitated harm, humanitarian settings and
climate impact, and violence against women
and children

Centering children, youth, and survivors:
Strengthening cooperation between
government agencies and civil society,
children, youth, survivors and funders to
drive sustained progress

The Ministerial Conference programme will span 2 full days with 800 — 1000 participants anticipated:

e Day 1: Political (opening ceremony,

Ministerial statements, high-level dialogues,
success spotlights, pledge points, Ministerial
dinner)

Day 2: Political and Technical (dialogues on
approaches and strategies for accelerated
action)

In addition to (and preceding) the main programme, a
series of strategic high-ambition sessions will be
hosted, convening leaders to make collective progress
on critical issues. This link provides the satellite
events/side events organised for the 1%t Conference,

spanning priority themes from parenting to justice and
care reform to online violence. For the forthcoming
Ministerial Conference, the number and scope of
satellite and side-events will be much more
concentrated, ensuring strong attendance across a
more focused set of dialogues around prevention.



https://bogota.endviolenceagainstchildrenconference.org/satellite-events/

PREPARATION

Preparation is critical for the impact of the Ministerial Conference. Preparation support will be jointly led by
WHO and UNICEF to ensure coherence, timeliness, and strategic alignment. As for the first Ministerial
Conference, dedicated effort and clear processes will support member states, and key partners, to engage
actively in advance.

Co-hosts actively encourage children, survivors, civil Building out from Manila, where new and additional
society organisations, philanthropists and practitioners pledges will be announced, the Early Years Financing
to help shape the design and delivery of this moment Summit — scheduled for 2027 will provide the
through active engagement — including National opportunity to further the dialogue and progress on
Preparatory Sessions. key EVAC breakthroughs, including parenting and

caregiver support.
2026 offers multiple critical moments that shine the

spotlight on child protection as a priority at global and WHO and UNICEF will work together to anchor ending
regional level. The Pathfinding Global Alliance on EVAC violence against children as strategic elements within
continues to move with pace under the leadership of major summitry moments across 2026, including, for
SRSG-VAC, with their global meetingplanned for the example, through the World Health Assembly and UN
member in Italy in June, which includes the launch of General Assembly, and share the outcomes of Manila
the new Marketplace for knowledge sharing. In the in 2027. These events will represent mobilisation

run up to Manila, other critical convenings include the moments for allies, including celebrities, media and
ISPCAN Congress in Australia in August, Sexual donors to build a drumbeat towards the 2nd
Violence Research Initiative Forum in Thailand in Ministerial Conference. Preparation for the Second
October, and the Investing in Children’s Wellbeing Conference will also include a more intentional effort
Summit in Uzbekistan in October. Civil Society to generate and coordinate highest profile political
partners such as Coalition for Good Schools, African leadership — including through a Ministers of Health
Child Policy Forum and INSPIRE working Group are ‘Council of Champions’.

hosting consultations in Asia, Africa and Latin America
to encourage a wider engagement and participation in
shaping the direction of the global movement to
prevent VAC. All of these moments represent
opportunities to deepen the dialogue around
preventing and responding to violence against
children, provide forums for exchange on challenges
and best practice, and offer platforms for government,
private sector, and philanthropic leaders to
demonstrate their commitment to the agenda.

PARTICIPANTS

Participation at the Ministerial Conference is by invitation only. Participants will include, with coordinated
outreach led jointly by UNICEF and WHO, the mandated Ministerial delegations responsible for ensuring
the safe and healthy development of children and adolescents. Reflecting the Conference focus on the
‘Breakthrough’ solutions in preventing violence against children, Ministers of Health, Education,
Digital/Communication, Social Welfare and Justice are actively encouraged to participate.

Co-hosts also actively encourage the in-person participation of committed non-state actors and allies.



PLEDGES AND PLEDGE REPORTING

Pledging for Manila will follow a two-fold process, designed to balance accountability for delivery with
ambition for renewed action. The approach will use existing mechanisms, minimise additional reporting
burden on member states, and ensure that Ministers arrive in Manila prepared to present both progresses
achieved since Bogotd and strengthened commitments for the period ahead.

1. Member states will be invited to update the
implementation status of their Bogota
pledges on the existing pledge website by
September 2026, in advance of Manila. This
uses an already accepted mechanism,
requires no new reporting system, and allows
WHO and UNICEF to prepare a concise Manila
Progress Brief setting progress since Bogota.
In turn, this gives Ministers a factual basis for
their interventions and supports a more
grounded and credible Conference
discussion.

2. Countries will be encouraged to frame their
Manila intervention around a single, coherent
narrative that links past commitment, current
delivery, and future ambition. In practice, this
means structuring remarks around: what was
pledged in Bogota; what progress has been
made since; and new pledges for the Manila
Ministerial. A focus on preventing violence
against children will be strongly encouraged.

The Conference agenda will have a high-
profile plenary moment for pledge reporting
(e.g., regional breakout sessions) and a
standalone priority plenary moment for
announcing new pledges (pledging sessions).
The announcement of new pledges for the
Second Ministerial Conference will be limited
to a maximum of two minutes per country.

National preparatory sessions:

Countries will be encouraged to hold national
preparatory sessions to provide an opportunity to
agree on progress reporting, strengthening of pledges
and new pledges. Existing pledge improvement can
consist on estimating beneficiaries and investment,
delimitating scope of intervention, increasing level of
ambition. New pledges should be distinct from existing
pledges and/or represent a significant improvement
on existing pledges (level of ambition, financial
commitment, vertical or horizontal scale-up).
Countries may also decide to draw on concurrent or
recent robust regional and global processes on EVAC
to provide progress updates and identification of
renenewed commitments.

This two-step model is intended to keep pledge
reporting disciplined and practical, while preserving
the political visibility and momentum of new
commitments in Manila.




