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Introduction

The ARISE Africa Conference 2025 was designed as the continent’s major milestone on the
road from Bogot4 to Manila. One year after the First Global Ministerial Conference on Ending
Violence Against Children, ARISE provided the platform for Africa to take stock, set its own
priorities, and accelerate the commitments made in Bogota through a distinctly African lens.

Convened by UNICEF Eastern and Southern African Regional (ESARO) and West Central
African Regional (WCAR) Offices, WHO Regional Office for Africa (AFRO) and the African
Child Policy Forum ACPF), ARISE brought together 32 African governments, regional bodies,
civil society, survivor-led groups, UN agencies, philanthropies and technical partners. Over
three days, participants worked through technical exchanges, political dialogues, country
presentations and collective decision-making that culminated in the ARISE Africa Outcome
Document, the roadmap that will guide Africa’s shared path toward the 2026 Ministerial
Conference in Manila.

ARISE drew its purpose from the energy created in Bogota in 2024, where 39 African
governments joined countries from across the world to reaffirm that every child must grow up
free from violence. That moment relaunched the Pathfinding Global Alliance and reaffirmed
Africa’s leadership within it. But ARISE made clear that Africa is not only following global
momentum—it is shaping it.

For many African governments, the commitments made in Bogota were already part of a long-
standing continental vision. Through the ARISE platform, countries examined their progress
amid complex realities: shrinking donor support, climate shocks, economic pressures,
displacement and conflict. These challenges reinforced a simple truth. Ending violence against
children cannot rely on temporary projects or external funding cycles. It requires African-led
vision, African-driven solutions and government-financed systems.

To translate this into action, ARISE focused on three connected breakthroughs needed for
African systems to protect all children:

1. Safer learning environments and school-based protection systems
2. Parenting and caregiver support models
3.  Integrated, survivor-centred national response systems

These priorities were explored through the enablers that make progress possible—data and
evidence, sustainable financing and strengthened regional accountability.

The conference centred on six objectives:

1. Tracking and benchmarking Member States’ progress on Bogotd and Pathfinding
commitments.

2. Facilitating South—South learning to scale up high-impact interventions

3. Identifying political, technical, and financial barriers and securing time-bound solutions for
accelerated progress.

4. Strengthening regional coordination and joint action through the African Union, Regional
Economic Communities (RECs), and the Pathfinding Global Alliance.

5. Adopt an Outcome Document with clear priority actions, milestones, and reporting
arrangements.

6. Inspiring leadership and accountability through the ARISE Africa Champion Awards.



By the close of ARISE Africa, the continent had not only assessed progress—it had renewed
political will, amplified African-grown solutions and strengthened the collective resolve to end
violence against children. ARISE set the tone for a more accountable, better coordinated and
sustainably financed movement, ensuring that Africa enters Manila in 2026 with a unified voice
and a clear, actionable roadmap.

Conference Overview

The ARISE Africa Conference 2025 was a dynamic, three-day continental convening that
blended country experiences with technical deep dives, peer learning, and recognition of
leadership. Hosted at the Skylight Hotel in Addis Ababa 2025, the structure of the meeting
reflected the conference’s core purpose: to translate the momentum from the Bogota Global
Ministerial Conference into concrete African action, anchored in regional systems and
continental aspirations.

Participants

The conference brought together a uniquely diverse group of over 100 participants, reflecting
the reality that ending violence against children requires multisectoral leadership,
intergovernmental cooperation, and community-driven action.

e Government Delegations: Senior representatives of child protection, education,
health, justice, and social development sectors from 32! African governments

e Regional Bodies: The African Union (African Committee of Experts on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child—ACERWC, AU Sports Council), Regional Economic
Communities (East African Community—EAC, Community of Sahel-Saharan
States—CEN-SAD, Arab Maghreb Union—UMA)

e UN Agencies: UNICEF, WHO, and the Office of the United Nations Special
Representative of the Secretary General -Violence Against Children (UNSRG-VAC)

e Civil Society and Survivor-Led Organisations: A wide range of CSOs?, youth
advocates, community groups, and survivor-led organisations

e Development and Philanthropic Partners: Children’s Investment Fund Foundation
(CIFF), European Union

The mix of actors made ARISE Africa 2025 a uniquely continental and multisector
platform for systems change.

! Angola, Benin, Burundi, Cabo Verde, Central Africa Republic, Cote d'lvoire, Democratic Republic of Congo,
Equatorial Guinea, Eswatini, Ethiopia, Gabon, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Kenya, Lesotho,
Madagascar, Malawi, Mozambique, Namibia, Nigeria, Rwanda, Sao Tome and Principe, Senegal, Sierra Leoneg,
Somalia, South Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

2 Brave Movement, Coalition for Good Schools, Forum for African Women Educationalists (FAWE) Uganda,
International Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect (IPSCAN), Partnerships for Lifelong
Health (PLH), Population Council, Rausing Voices, Rwanda Men’s Resources (RWAMREC), Together for
Girls
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Summary of Discussions

Day 1 — Africa’s Progress and Momentum

Opening Ceremony — Setting the Vision for Africa’s Commitment

Speakers from ACERWC, WHO, UNICEF, CIFF, ACPF, the Government of Ethiopia and a
Child Rights Advocate set a tone of urgency and African leadership. They emphasised that
ARISE Africa is more than a meeting — it is a continental movement to translate commitment
into action.

Key messages included:

Child protection as a fundamental right: Ekram Siraj, a Child Rights Advocate, stressed
that ending violence against children is not only about protection, but also about justice,
dignity and the very future of our continent

Ending violence against children as a moral, legal, imperative: ACERWC’s Ava Gavar
emphasised that ARISE Africa must move the continent from commitment to concrete,
systemic action that upholds children’s rights, challenges harmful norms, addresses
structural drivers of violence, and recognises children as partners in creatmg change
Violence as a development,

;‘T

overnance, and health priorit Vi

3VH O’s Kasolo pFranc}ils ,/" - ;
emphasised  that  preventing )(& ARISEAfﬂC w‘.
violence is integral to public health " Advancing the 8o~ !
systems and requires strong i mitments :
governance and  multisector .\ Childre

coordination.

Africa’s demographic urgency:
UNICEF’s Aboubacar Kampo ' TR oy
highlighted that Africa will host | NS 5’
nearly 900 million children by : '
2050, making child protection foundational to stability, peace, and prosperity.

“From policy frameworks to performance”: ACPF’s Dr Joan Nanyuki underscored that
Africa has strong legal and policy frameworks, but progress requires implementation,
accountability, and mindset change.

Domestic investment as essential for sustainable systems: CIFF’s Facil Taye reaffirmed
a USD 125 million commitment and called for measurable government investment and
accountability.



e The spirit of collective African purpose: Ethiopia’s Minister for Health, Ergogie
Tesfaye, stressed Ubuntu and Medemer—African values of unity and
interdependence—as moral foundations for the protection of every child.

Overall takeaway: Africa is not waiting for global momentum—it is acting based on its own
political and demographic realities.

These key messages from the speakers strengthened the sections on leadership, sustainable
financing, data and child participation and shaped the framing of child protection as a core
function of governance.

Session | — Bogota to Africa: Continental Momentum

Nankali Maksud (UNICEF) delivered the keynote,

framing ARISE Africa as a continental movement,

not a conference and noting:

eAfrican governments advancing post-Bogota

commitments, including scaling of parenting

programmes, safe school reforms, one-stop

centres, and improved data systems

ePersistent challenges- limited resources and

- : wi=+ X fragmented implementation that hold back

] U ; progress

e The call to move from rhetoric to sustained action, with the reminder that ‘When Africa
protects its children, it protects it future’.

A

This session emphasised commitments to reducing fragmentation, strengthening multisectoral
coordination, and ensuring sustainability through domestic resource mobilisation.

Session Il — Safe Schools: Reimagining Learning Spaces
Moderated by Dr Joan Nanyuki (ACPF), this session highlighted that safer schools require
whole-system reform, including:
e Teacher training
Community involvement
Digital safety
Multisector coordination
National reporting mechanisms

Country examples include:

e Eswatini is transforming schools into violence prevention spaces by integrating
positive discipline into teacher training, retraining staff across 143 schools, developing
multisectoral system links education, health, and social protection sectors and
establishing community-based child protection committees.



e Gabonis institutionalising child protection and violence prevention within its
education and justice systems. Anchored in legislative reform, Gabon’s efforts focus
on strengthening reporting pathways, promoting dlgltal safety, and embeddlng gender-
based violence prevention in schools. . .

e Uganda is focusing on integrating violence
prevention into the education system,
emphasising strong collaboration between
the Ministries of Education and Gender.
Uganda’s model links school safety, &
community engagement, and data-driven g
case management, with a special focus on
vulnerable and refugee-hosting districts.

e Guineais advancing a comprehensive,
system-wide approach to violence prevention, by institutionalising positive disciple and
antiharassment into teacher training, enhancing multisector collaboration, scaling
capacity building for 36,00 and engaging communities to promote attitude shifts away
from corporal punishment.

Expert Insights:
e Good School Toolkit reduced violence by 42% (Coalition for Good Schools)
e Digital harms require curriculum integration and tech-sector partnerships (Safe Online)
e School safety must be part of education sector plans, not projects (Safe to Learn)

Challenges identified:

e Stigma, silence, and acceptance of corporal punishment suppress reporting and hinder
positive discipline.
Weak enforcement and limited monitoring undermine policy implementation.
Resource and capacity constraints limit protection services, especial in rural areas.
Fragmented data systems weaken violence tracking and evidence-based planning.
Expanding internet access increases risks of cyberbullying, grooming, and exploitation.

Discussions reinforced commitments on digital safety, reporting mechanisms and integration
of school and health sector plans as essential for progress.

Session 111 — Parenting Models that Buﬂd Resilience

Moderated by Binta Sako (WHO), this session
emphasised parenting as central to violence
prevention and child wellbeing, with speakers
emphasising:

e  Gender-transformative, disability-
inclusive approaches and active engagement
of fathers

e Integration of parenting programmes into
health, education and social protection
systems

e Use of digital and hybrid models to

reduce costs and widen coverage
e Community driven approaches, rooted in traditional values



Countries presented how parenting programmes are being scaled, domestically financed and
linked to wider child protection and justice systems:

e Kenya rolled out a national positive parenting program that has trained 50,785 parents
benefiting 264,000 children; secured $12.5M seed investment for the Child Welfare
Fund for social protection of families and operationalized care-reform structures in all
47 counties.

e Senegal expanded its parenting support system to cover all children aged 0-18 by
establishing a national action plan delivered through respected women in the
community (Badjimkor) and multisectoral ministries, strengthening child protection
and community-level awareness.

e Tanzania established 4,680 parenting groups nationwide, allocated government
funding for parenting initiatives, registered 862 daycare centres and 206 community-
based centres, and trained child caregivers across key sectors.

e Sierra Leone implemented a confidential gender-based violence information system
(GBV-IMS) that enables coordinated child-protection response among parents, the
health ministry, and the gender ministry, and has also established a dedicated sexual-
offences court that handles child-violation cases.

Experts from Parenting for Lifelong Health (PLH), UNICEF, Rwanda Men’s Resource
(RWAMREC) and WHO reinforced: —— _
e Scaling parenting support needs low-cost . |
digital and hybrid delivery, co-design With grrrgms ‘
caregivers, strong  monitoring, and
coordinated, well-trained national systems.
e Parenting programmes must address digital
divides, strengthen parent—child
communication online, and promote safe,
balanced internet use. =M
e Engaging fathers as equal caregivers reduces .f :
violence, improves communication, and
shifts harmful gender norms.
e Parenting support must be inclusive, using local-language and disability-responsive
tools aligned with national frameworks like INSPIRE?,

Challenges:

High cost of scaling parenting programmes

Declining external funding and gaps in domestic financing
Digital divides between parents and children

Inclusion gaps (especially fathers, children with disabilities)

Positive parenting was expanded to include engagement of fathers, disability inclusion and
integration across health, education and social protection sectors.

3 Acronym that stands for the seven strategies of preventing and responding to violence against children:
Implementation and enforcement of laws; Norms and values; Safe environments; Parent and caregiver
support; Income and economic strengthening; Response and support services; and Education and life
skills




Session 1V — Integrated Protection Systems and Survivor Support

Moderated by Esther Ruiz (UNICEF), this session reinforced the importance of integration
across health, justice, police and social services to the provision of timely, coordinated and
survivor centred support. Countries showcased models where justice, health, police, and social
services work together to provide coordinated, VST
trauma-informed care:

e Ethiopia improved service reach by
expanding the Child Protection Information
Management  System  (CPIMS)  and
strengthened referral pathways, deploying
trained officers and linking community
structures to national systems.

e Benin strengthened its response services by
increasing one stop centres that deliver
integrated services, using outreach to expand coverage and harmonising care through
the minimum intervention package.

e Lesotho and Central African Republic established integrated community child
structures linking child protection to justice and health services.

Experts’ insights:
e Violence is often invisible within health systems (WHO)
e Survivors must be recognised as experts (Brave Movement)
e Family resource centres and multidisciplinary hubs work (ISPCAN)

Key Challenges

Fragmented services provided by different sectors

Volunteer-heavy workforce

Weak accountability mechanisms

Insufficient mechanisms for linking community-level work with formal referral and
response systems

Commitments on survivor-led  accountability,
professionalised frontline workforce, and integrated
referral mechanisms were significantly strengthened.

Deliberations of Day 1 directly informed the Outcome
Document’s prioritisation of the three breakthroughs,
with the emphasis on multisectoral coordination, and
new commitments on digital safety, survivor-led
accountability, and integrating parenting and school

safety into natlonal systems;

Day 2 — Enablers: Data, Financing, And Regional
Accountability

Session V — Data, Evidence, and Information Systems
Moderated by Joan Nyanyuki (ACPF), this session highlighted data as the “backbone of
accountability.” Delegates discussed how countries and partners can strengthen data



ecosystems to track and drive progress on VAC, acknowledging that without strong data and
systems, national planning and accountability are weakened.

Country examples showed both progress and ongoing fragmentation:

e Tanzania used VAC survey findings to drive reforms, including amendments of the
Law of the Child Act, establishment of children’s courts and police gender desks and
police gender desks. National rollout of digitised case management with expansion of
CPIMS and National Integrated Case ,

Management Information System
(NICMIS).

e Democratic Republic of the
Congo is strengthening child
protection data systems by has
integrating GBV data into DHIS2, and
expanding data collection to include
separated children, early marriage,
exploitation, and child labour. »

e Namibia is consolidating electronic case management W|th mtegrated tracker and
aggregate modules, collaborating with life skills teachers and NGOs to improve
reporting pipelines and institutionalising research through the establishment of a
national Children’s Research Institute.

Experts from UNICEF, Population Council and Together for Girls called for:

e Adopting global statistical standards such as International Classification of Violence
Against Children (ICVAC) for measurement of violence against children (UNICEF)

e Definition and measurement of female genital mutilation (FGM) as VAC, not a cultural
practice (Population Council)

e Integrating humanitarian data into national surveillance mechanisms (Population
Council)

e Investing in data literacy and digital case management systems (Together for Girls)

Common Challenges
e Fragmentation of data across the different child protection ministries
Poor data interoperability
Limited evidence-use capacity
Underfunded digital infrastructure
Humanitarian contexts excluded from national systems

Participants agreed on commitments to harmonise indicators, integrate humanitarian and
national data systems, invest in digital platforms, and adopt continental data standards for
violence against children.

Session VI — Financing Child Protection
Moderated by Indrani Sarkar (UNICEF), this session revealed financing as a major bottleneck
to scaling national systems.

Key observations from countries Margaret Irving (UNICEF):
e Spending on child protection at ~0.2% of Sub-Saharan African national budgets




e Child protection budgets spread across sectors
resulting in low visibility and challenges in
allocation and expenditure tracking

e Line ministries must present a clear, evidence-
based case for child protection and articulate
explicit, impact-driven priorities to justify and
secure the resources required

Promising country examples include:

e Zambia used an investment case to significantly increase child protection financing
and workforce capacity by securing a dedicated budget officer within Ministry of
Finance engagement and enabled recruitment 2,000 new social workers.

e Nigeria has developed a costed 2025-2030 plan to ensure a multisectoral approach to
ending violence against children, encouraged state and local governments to introduce
dedicated budget lines that fund prevention and response programmes, including
support for social workers.

e Malawi has strengthened district child protection governance by creating community
and social services directorate, decentralised district-level child protection budgets and
increased child protection allocations in 25 districts.

Expert insight from the EU emphasised:

e Alignment with financial and political commitments to ending violence

e The need for stronger gender-based violence budgeting and effective multi-stakeholder
1? partnerships

o Tracking of illicit financial flows

o Increasing support for underfunded women’s
\  rights organisations
S o Strengthening  regional ~ frameworks  for

sustainable financing for ending violence against
children

Discussions led to strengthened commitments on budget
visibility and expenditure tracking, increasing domestic resource mobilisation, developing
investment cases and professionalising the social service workforce.

Session VII — Regional Accountability

Moderated by Honourable Ava Gavar, this session highlighted the role of RECs in driving
harmonisation and shared accountability. Representatives of regional bodies (EAC, CENSAD,
UMA, AUC) underlined the importance of harmonised legislation and standards, shared
monitoring frameworks and cross-REC collaboration.

Key messages from RECs:
e EAC’s review of 74 Bogota commitments identified gaps in child participation, birth
registration, and cross-border protection.
e CEN-SAD is developing a regional child protection framework and dashboard.
e The AUC emphasised legal alignment with Agenda 2040, institutionalising child
protection and expanding safeguarding into sports using child-friendly reporting tools
and Safe Sports Scorecards



e UMA emphasised and institutionalised youth and survivor participation.

Participants emphasised the need for commitments to institutionalise youth and survivor
participation in regional accountability mechanisms, harmonise regional indicators, improve
cross-border protection and strengthen safeguarding frameworks.

Session VIII — Global Alignment
Moderated by UNICEF, this session centred on aligning Africa’s progress with global
mechanisms, ensuring coherence between the Pathfinding Alliance, WHO, and UNICEF.
Reinforcing Africa’s role in global VAC
efforts, speakers representing UNICEF, WHO
and UNSRG VAC presented on:
e Tracking of 389 Bogota pledges, with
60% reporting progress
e Knowledge platforms and investment %
case toolkits supporting country-level
action
e UNICEF’s 2026-2029 Strategic Plan
targeting protection for 350 million
children and scaling of parenting, safe
schools, and response services
e The 2026 Ministerial Conference in Manila as a key accountability moment for Africa’s
progress.

Discussions highlighted aligning national commitments with global accountability processes,
including reporting on progress toward Manila 2026.

Day 2 discussions shaped Outcome Document commitments on data harmonisation, domestic
financing, budget tracking, workforce professionalisation, and strengthened REC-led
accountability mechanisms, ensuring the document addresses structural enablers of sustainable
systems.

Day 3 — Accelerators, Commitments, And Africa’s Next
Steps

Session IX — The Future of Child Protection in Africa

This forward-looking session examined risks shaping Africa’s next decade. Discussions

centred on emerging issues and recognised that African child protection systems must adapt
e [y ©
e Rapid growth of digital platforms and associated

exploitation, harassment, and cyberbullying

e Climate change, environmental shocks, and

related displacement

e Urbanisation, migration, and new patterns of

e Political instability and protracted humanitarian
crises
e Shifting social norms and community structures
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Participants emphasised that:
e Future systems must be Afrocentric, community-rooted, and culturally accepted
e Domestic public financing and political will are non-negotiable foundations
e Children, youth, survivors, traditional leaders, and religious leaders must be systematic
partners, not symbolic participants
e Child protection should be treated as a core function of governance

Key Insight: Africa already possesses the knowledge, innovations, and institutions needed; the
task is alignment, foresight, and sustained political will.

Discussions strengthened commitments on inclusion of children with disabilities, climate and
conflict sensitive systems, digital safeguarding, and meaningful roles for children, youth,
survivor and community leaders.

Session X — Outcome Document Adoption

Countries worked collectively to revise and adopt the
ARISE Africa Outcome Document, to ensure it
captured the discussions of the conference,
strengthening it in several key areas:

o Leadership and accountability: multisectoral
coordination, community and family accountability,
learning and knowledge sharing

o Data and monitoring: harmonised indicators,
improved coordination, and integrated humanitarian—

national data systems

e Financing: commitments to increase domestic resource mobilisation, improve budget
visibility, and professionalise the social service workforce

e Participation: explicit provisions for institutionalising youth and survivor participation
in national and regional accountability structures, stronger language on disability
inclusion, gender equality, and reaching children in humanitarian and fragile contexts

e Scaling the three breakthroughs: explicit focus on scaling parenting, safe schools, and
integrated response systems as accelerators of national and continental progress.

The Outcome Document will guide African efforts in the lead-up to Manila 2026, serving as a
shared reference for governments, regional bodies, and partners.

Day 3 ensured that the Outcome Document captured emerging risks, expanded inclusion
commitments, formalised participation mechanisms, and captured key commitments across the
breakthroughs, leadership, data, system strengthening and financing.

The discussions across all sessions reaffirmed that
Africa has built a strong platform for progress, marked
by increasing political commitment, expanding
national reforms, and growing regional alignment,
while recognising that sustained acceleration will
depend on addressing persistent structural constraints.
The momentum generated at ARISE Africa, together
with the Outcome Document, provides a coherent
foundation for fast-tracking action toward Manila 2026 : . z
through more resilient, coordinated and domestically flnanced Chl|d protectlon systems.
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Strategic Implications and the Way Forward for
Africa

The ARISE Africa Conference 2025 concluded with a clear message:

o Child protection is now recognised as a core governance function, not a secondary
social concern.

e Africa’s solutions must be African-led, and domestically financed to ensure sustained
progress

o Regional bodies will play a larger role in monitoring, harmonising, and accelerating
national action.

e 2026 Manila becomes the next major accountability moment for the continent.

e The Outcome Document provides a coherent roadmap linking political commitments,
systems reforms, financing, and measurable results.

Conclusion

The ARISE Africa Conference 2025 reaffirmed Africa’s capacity, determination, and unity in
driving the Bogota commitments forward. With a strengthened Outcome Document and a
shared vision, African governments and partners enter the next phase with clarity and resolve
to ensure that every child grows up safe, protected, and able to thrive.

12
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ARISE AFRICA

Advancing the Bogota Commitments to End Violence Against Children in Africa
11-13 November 2025 | Skylight Hotel. Addis Ababa

CONFERENCE AGENDA

Conference Vision: ARISE Africa 2025 brings together governments, regional bodies. civil
society, and partners to transform the Bogotd Commitments into concrete African action. Over
three days, participants will take stock of progress, share innovations, and define the next phase of
Africa’s leadership in ending violence against children anchored in the African Charter on the
Rights and Welfare of the Child, Agenda 2040, and Agenda 2063. The Africa We Want.

11 November- Africa’s Progress and Momentum
Theme: From Bogotd to Africa — Turning Global Pledges into Regional Action

Session Topic Session Objective
08:30-09:30 | Opening Ceremony — Setting the Vision for Africa’s

Commitment
Master of Ceremony: Meti Shewaye Yilma
Speakers: To set the vision for Africa’s leadership
e Ekram Siraj, Child rights advocate and former Child in advancing the Bogota Commitments

parliamentarian and reaffirm the continental resolve to
o Hon. Aver Gavar, Vice Chairperson, ACERWC and end violence against children.

Special Rapporteur on VAC

¢ Dr. Kasolo Francis, WHO Ethiopia Representative
e Dr. Aboubacar Kampo. UNICEF Ethiopia Representative
e Dr. Joan Nanyuki, Executive Director, ACPF / Chair
APEVAC
e Fasil Taye. Manager, Manager, Girl Capital Africa.
Children’s Investment Fund Foundation
e Dr. Ergogic Tesfaye. Minister of Women and Social
Affairs, Government of Ethiopia
Group photo

Session I: Bogota to Africa - The continental momentum to end violence against children

Moderator: Binta Sako, Technical Officer, World Health
09:30 — 09:45 | Organization, AFRO




Keynote presentation- Africa’s progress in Ending Violence
against Children

Presenter: Nankali Maksud, Regional Advisor, UNICEF
Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office

To present continental progress and
momentum following Bogota and
beyond, highlighting policy, systems and
financing.

Session II: Stronger Schools, Safer Childhoods: Reimaging Learning Spaces for Every Child
Moderator: Dr. Joan Nyanyuki, Executive Director, African
Child Policy Forum & Executive Council Chair APEVAC

09:45 —10:30

o Sibongile Dlamini, Senior Children Coordination Officer,
National Children Services Department, Deputy Prime
Minister's Office, Kingdom of Eswatini

o Gilberte Lea Moutsinga Maganga, Technical Advisor
and Focal Point, National Observatory for Children's
Rights, Ministry of Women and Child Protection, Republic
of Gabon

o Lydia Joyce Najjemba, Principal Probation and Welfare
Officer, Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social
Development, Republic of Uganda

o Akoye Hector Guilavogui, National Director of Childhood
Ministry for the Promotion of Women, Children and
Vulnerable Persons, Republic of Guinea

10:30 —11:00

Designing Safer Futures: School — Based Pathways to

Protection. Interactive panel

e Dipak Naker, Chief Executive Officer, Coalition for Good
Schools

¢ Gemma Wilson-Clark, Head of Secretariat, Safe to Learn
Initiative

¢ Serena Tommasino, Programme Manager, Safe Online

Q& A

To share national experiences and
innovations in creating safe schools and
communities and identify scalable
models for prevention of violence.

11:00 — 11:30

Coffee break

Session III: Parenting Models that Build Resilience and Safety

11:30 -12:10

Moderator: Binta Sako, Technical Officer, World Health
Organization, AFRO

e Vivienne Mang'oli, Technical focal person, Violence
Against Children Initiatives, State Department for Children
Services, Ministry of Gender, Culture and Children
Services, Republic of Kenya

o Grace Kayeke Chenya, Senior Social Welfare Officer,
Ministry of Community Development, Gender, Women,
and Special Groups, United Republic of Tanzania

To showcase evidence and practical
models of parenting programmes that
strengthen protection, positive discipline,
and digital resilience.
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¢ Fatou Ba, Director, Promotion of Children's Rights and
Protection, Ministry of the Family, Republic of Senegal

¢ Oyah Aminata Bailor, Senior Protection Officer, Sierra
Leone

12:10 — 13:00

Interactive panel on promoting parenting and positive
disciplining
o Laurie Markle, Chief of Solutions, Parenting for Lifelong
Health
o Stephen Blight, Senior Advisor, Child Protection,
UNICEF Headquarters
¢ Emmanuel Karamage, Project Coordinator Bandebereho
scale up project, RWAMREC: Rwanda Men’s Resource
o Mary Kessi, WHO Tanzania
Q& A

13:00-14:00

Lunch

Session IV: Systems that Shield: Integrating Services for Survivor Support and Violence Prevention

14:00 — 14:40

Moderator: Esther Ruiz, Child Protection Specialist,
UNICEF West and Central Africa Regional Office

Discussants:

® Belete Dagne, Desk Head of Child Rights Advocacy and
Development, Ministry of Women and Social Affairs,
Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia

e Franco Tollea, Assistant Commissioner, Children Affairs,
Ministry of Children and Youth, Republic of Uganda

¢ Bruno Edgar Sonagnon Yemalin Gbehinto, Technical
Advisor for Monitoring, Ministry of Social Affairs,
Republic of Benin

14:40 — 15:30

Role of integrated child protection and health sector in
prevention and response to VAC- Interactive panel
o Berit Kieselbach, Technical Officer, Violence Prevention,
WHO
¢ Florence Keya, Co-Founder, Brave Movement
e Bess Herbert, Senior Policy Adviser, International
Society for the Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect
Q&A

To highlight integrated approaches
linking protection, health and social
services for survivors of violence and
explore how these can be scaled and
sustained.

15:30-16:00

Coffee break

16:00-17:00

Interactive Wrap-Up: Voices from the Continent — What

Aftrica’s Progress Teaches Us

To capture reflections and emerging
insights for cross-country learning
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Moderator: Saba Lishan, Coordinator, African Partnership to
End Violence against Children, African Child Policy Forum
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12 November — Systems, Partnerships & Accountability
Theme: Building Resilient, Government-Led and Financed Child Protection Systems

09:00-09:15

09:15 — 10:00

Opening and Reflections

Session V: Power in Numbers: Using Data to drive Child Protection Accountability

Moderator: Dr. Shimelis Tsegaye, Director of Programmes, African
Child Policy Forum

¢ Grace K. Chenya, Social Welfare Officer, Ministry of Community
Development, Gender, Women & Special Group, United Republic of
Tanzania

¢ Ernest Modua, Director, Ministry of Gender, Family and Children,
Democratic Republic of the Congo

¢ Rahimisa Kamuingona, Deputy Director Child Care Services,
Ministry of Gender Equality, Republic of Namibia

¢ Edineusa Lopes da Cruz Figueiredo, President, Institute for Women
and Children, Ministry of Women Family and Social Solidarity,
Republic of Guinea Bissau

10:00 — 11:00

Interactive panel and solution building

¢ Dr. Claudia Cappa, Senior Advisor, Statistics and Monitoring,
UNICEF HQ Data and Analytics

¢ Dr. Francis Obare, Team Lead, FGM Data Hub, Population Council

e Dr. Stella Muthuri, CEO Boabab Programme, Population Council

o Dr. Manuela Balliet Ahogo, Deputy Director for Data to Action,
Together for Girls

¢ Binta Sako, Technical Officer, World Health Organization, AFRO
Q&A

11:00-11:30

Session VI: In

11:30 - 13:00

Coffee Break

vesting in Childhood — Financing the Future of Protection in Africa
Moderator: Indrani Sarkar, Child Protection Specialist, UNICEF
Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office

From Promises to Protection: Why sustainable investment for child
protection is critical to Africa’s human capital agenda: Margaret Irving,

Recap of Day 1 and setting the
focus for systems and
accountability

To explore how countries and
partners can strengthen data
ecosystems to track and drive
progress on VAC

To share good practices and
challenges in mobilizing and
tracking domestic and

Social Policy Specialist, UNICEF Eastern and Southern Africa Regional | innovative financing for
Office EVAC
o Anna Mubukwanu Sibanze, Chief Social Welfare Officer,
Ministry of Community Development and Social Services,
Republic of Zambia
5
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¢ Harry Satumba, Chief Child Affairs Officer, Ministry of Gender,
Community Development and Social Welfare, Republic of Malawi

o Adeyemo Adeyelure, Assistant Director, Child Development
Department, Federal Ministry of Women Affairs, Federal Republic
of Nigeria

o John Villiers, Programme and Policy Officer at the EU Delegation
to the African Union, responsible for Gender, IFF, Education and
Migration

13:00 — 14:00

Lunch

ccountability in Action — Leveraging Africa’s Frameworks for Real Ch
Moderator: Hon Aver Gavar, Vice Chairperson, ACERWC and

To review progress on

Special Rapporteur on VAC continental frameworks
14:00- 15:00 e Morris Tayebwa, Coordinator of Gender, Youth and Children’s (Agenda 2040/2063,
Affairs, East African Community (EAC) ACERWC, AU Convention on
e Maurice Ndri, Director of Legal Affairs at the Executive Ending Violence Against
Secretariat of the Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD) Women and Gitls) and
o Sidi Ahemdou, Expert at the Human Development Directorate, strengthen regional
Arab Maghreb Union (UMA) accountability mechanisms.
e Lina Kessy, Senior Sports Officer, African Union Sports Council,
Health, Humanitarian Affairs and Social Development (HHS), AUC
15:00-15:30 | Moderated discussion
15:30-16:00 | Coffee break

Session VIII:

rom Africa to the World: Aligning Regional Progress with Global Acti
Moderator: Esther Ruiz, Child Protection Specialist, West and Central

To align Africa’s progress

16:00- 17:00 | Africa Regional Office with global mechanisms,
Discussants: ensuring coherence between
¢ Edith Bardel, Office of UNSRSG VAC the Pathfinding Alliance,
o Berit Kieselbach, Technical Officer, Violence Prevention, WHO WHO, and UNICEF.
o Stephen Blight, Senior Advisor, Child Protection, UNICEF
Headquarters
Q&A
17:00-17:30 | Closing and reflections
18:30 —20:00 | ARISE Africa country recognition & cocktail reception To celebrate national and

regional champions and
promote peer inspiration and
sustained advocacy
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09:00 — 09:15

13 November— Accelerators, Commitments & Africa’s Next Steps
Theme: From dialogue to Action- Defining Africa’s Future Priorities

Session Topic
Opening Reflections - Moderator- Dr. Joan Nyanyuki,
Executive Director, African Child Policy Forum &
Executive Council Chair APEVAC

Session objective
Setting the stage for the next phase of
Africa’s EVAC journey

Session IX: Catalysts for Change — The Next frontier in Ending Violence Against Children

09:15 — 10:45

Moderator: Nankali Maksud, Regional Advisor, UNICEF

Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office

¢ Benyam Dawit Mezmur, Member of the Committee on
the Rights and Welfare of the Child

¢ Dr. Joan Nyanyuki, Executive Director, African Child
Policy Forum & Executive Council Chair APEVAC

e Hon. Aver Gavar, Vice Chairperson, ACERWC and
Special Rapporteur on VAC

o Cornelius Williams, Board Chair, ECPAT International,
Former Global Director, Child Protection, UNICEF

To discuss key emerging issues
including online safety, migration,
youth-led accountability, etc. as
accelerators for action in Africa

10:45 - 11:15

Coffee break

Session X: From Words to Deeds — Uniting Around a Shared Pledge for Africa’s Children

U1=15—=112:30)

Moderator: Binta Sako, Technical Officer, World Health
Organization, AFRO
Discussion and reflections

To present and adopt regional outcome
document, consolidating commitments
and actions

12:30- 13:00

Closing ceremony: Reimaging Childhood, Realizing
Commitments
Moderator: Indrani Sarkar, Child Protection Specialist,
UNICEF Eastern and Southern Africa Regional Office
o  Ministry of Justice, Government of Ethiopia
e Government representatives from countries
e Representative from CSO

To reaffirm Africa’s leadership and
collective commitment to end violence
against children
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Annex 2: List of Participants

Guest Speakers

Dr. Kasolo Francis, WHO Ethiopia Representative

Dr. Aboubacar Kampo, UNICEF Ethiopia Representative

Fasil Taye, Manager, Manager, Girl Capital Africa, Children’s Investment Fund Foundation

Dr. Ergogie Tesfaye, Minister of Women and Social Affairs, Government of Ethiopia

Government Representatives

Name Institution/Position Country
Paulo Kalesi National Institute for Children Angola
Bruno Edgar Sonagnon | Ministry of Social Affairs Benin
Yemalin Gbehinto

Collette Nkonji Burundi
Gerard Banyankimbona Burundi
Malebogo Modiakgotla Principal social worker Botswana
Maelagongwe Dntwe Programme officer Botswana
Zaida Alice A. T Morais de | Cabo Verde Institute for Child and | Cabo Verde

Freitas

Adolescent - ICCA

Eloi Sylvestre Betindji

Project Managare for Family and Child

Protection

Central Africa Republic

Mme Annie Maryse

Yangoto-Kongbo

Director General for Family and Child

Protection

Central Africa Republic

Diaby Née Diarra Alioune

Mariam

Ministry of Women, Family and Children,

Director of Child Protection

Cote d'lvoire

Ernest Modua

Ministry of Gender, family and Children

Democratic Republic of

Congo

Ministry of Gender, family and Children

Democratic Republic of

Hervé Nlandu Congo

Belete Dagne Ministry of Women and Social Affairs Ethiopia

Sibongile Dlamini National Children’s Service Department, | Eswatini
Deputy Prime Minister Office

Sikhumbuzo Sukati Department of social welfare Eswatini
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Esperanza Nzang Obama

Avomo

General Director of Childhood

Equatorial Guinea

Gonzalo Abaha Nguema

Social Worker

Equatorial Guinea

Gilberte Lea Moutsinga | National Observatory for Children’s | Gabon

Maganga Rights, Ministry of Women and Child
Protection

Felly Dipouma Diramba | Advisor to the President Gabon

epse Nyama Mbadinga

Ouley Jallow Directorate of Children Affairs Gambia

Patience Hayford Department of Children Ghana

Saphia Tamimu Head of Child Marriage Unit Ghana

Akoye Guilavogui Ministry for the Promotion of Women, | Guinea

Children and Vulnerable Persons

Nelson Incopte Gomes | Director of Child Protection Services Guinea Bissau

Ferreira

Vivienne Mangoli Ministry of Gender, Culture and Children | Kenya
Services

Esther Mugure Ministry of Gender Kenya

Mookho Motheo Director Child Protection Lesotho

Rova Harimboahangy | Ministry of Population and Solidarities Madagascar

Rabetaliana

Harry Satumba Ministry of Gender, Community | Malawi

Development and Social Welfare

Vladimir Nomier

Ministry of Labour, Gender And Social

Mozambique

Welfare
Rahimisa Kamuingona Ministry of Gender Equality and Child | Namibia
Welfare
Iddé Hadiara Arzika Ministry of Population, Social Actionand | Niger
National Solidarity
Saley Garba Coordinator ANTD Niger
Adeyemo Adeyelure Federal Ministry of Women Affairs Nigeria
Monique Mukamana National Child Development Agency Rwanda

Jodo Barroso Bolivar Pereira

Ministry of Justice, Parliamentary

Affairs, and Women's Rights

Sao Tome and Principe
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Fatou Ba Gueye Director of the Promotion of Children's | Senegal
Rights and Protection
Anna Sow Ministry of National Education Senegal

Oyah Aminata Bailor

Ministry of the Family

Sierra Leone

Mohamed Ali Deq

Director of the Children’s Department

Somalia

Saylac Osman Abdullahi

Technical Advisor for Child Protection

Somalia

Nancy Elisa Matayo Ismail

Ministry of Gender and Social Welfare

South Sudan

Grace K. Chenya Ministry of Community Development, | Tanzania
Gender, Women, and Special Groups

Lydia Najjemba Ministry of Gender, Labour and Social | Uganda
Development

Juliet Cheptoris Program Officer, AYP and Violence | Uganda
Prevention and Response

Tollea Franco Ministry of Children and Youth Uganda

Cleophus Mugenyi Ministry of Education and Sports Uganda

Jeanette Tembo Zambia

Anna Mubukwanu Sibanze | Ministry of Community Development | Zambia

and Social Services

Regional Bodies

Name

Organisation

Hon. Ava Gavar

Child

African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the

Ms Hussienatou Manjang

Child

African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the

Benyam Dawit Mezmur

Child

African Committee of Experts on the Rights and Welfare of the

Dr Musavengana Chibwana

African Union

Lina Kessy

African Union Sports Council

Morris Tayebwa

East African Community

Maurice Ndri Community of Sahel-Saharan States
Sidi Ahendou Arab Maghreb Union
UN agencies
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Name

Organisation

Edith Bardel SRSG-VAC
Asmamaw Workneh WHO Ethiopia
Armelle Bilari WHO AFRO
Binta Sako WHOAFRO
Berit Kiesselbach WHO HQ
Celia Kaunatjike WHO Namibia
Eunice Chomi WHO AFRO
Farlone Timo WHO AFRO

Mary KESSI WHO Tanzania
Betelhem Mengistu UNDP
Caludia Cappa UNICEF HQ

Esther Ruiz

UNICEF WCARO

Gemma Wilson-Clark

UNICEF HQ

Godwin Odo

UNICEF Nigeria

Indrani Sarkar

UNICEF ESARO

Leila Omar Gad

UNICEF

Lisa Zimmermann

UNICEF Madagascar

Malla Mabona

UNICEF Malawi

Margaret Irving

UNICEF ESARO

Nankali Maksud

UNICEF ESARO

Ouleye Demba

UNICEF WCARO

Raquel Hinestrosa Bodiem

UNICEF WCARO

Stephen Blight

UNICEF HQ

Sonia Polonio

UNICEF Guinea-Bissau

Taiwo Oluyomi

UNFPA Ethiopia

Veronica Avati

UNICEF Uganda

CSOs, Development and Philanthropic Partners

Name Organisation
Joan Nyanyki ACPF
Shimelis Tsegaye ACPF
Saba Lishan ACPF
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Asenath mwithigah

Brave movement

Florence Keya

Brave movement

Dipak Naker

Coalition for good schools

John Villiers

European Commission

Cornelius William

ECPAT International

Adiama Joseph

FAWE Uganda

Bess Herbert

IPSCAN

Laurie Markle

Parenting for Lifelong Health

Stella Muthuri

Population Council

Dr. Francis Obare

Population Council

Prossy Jonker Nakanjako

Raising Voices

Emmanuel Karamage

RWAMREC

Thandizolathu Kadzamira

Save the children Malawi

Dr Joan Njagi

SVRI

Manuela Balliet Ahogo

Together for girls

Melissa Ruvimbo Kubvoruno

Youth engagement Zimbabwe

Joseph

Child Parliamentarian Ethiopia

Ekram Siraj

Child Rights Advocate
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