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ADDIS ABABA COMMITMENT TO END VIOLENCE AGAINST CHILDREN IN
AFRICA

Advancing the Bogota Commitments to End Violence Against Children in Africa
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia | 11-13 November 2025

Preamble

We, the participants of the ARISE Africa Conference, met in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 11 to 13
November 2025, to renew commitments and accelerate continental action to end violence
against children.

This conference takes place at a pivotal moment in Africa. As the continent navigates rapid
demographic growth, climate shocks, armed conflicts, and constrained global aid, we recognize
that protecting Africa’s children is both a moral imperative and a strategic investment for the
continent’s future. The ARISE Africa platform signals our collective resolve to place children’s
safety, dignity, and empowerment at the centre of Africa’s development and governance agenda.

We recall Africa’s strong legal and political commitments to children as embodied in the UN
Convention on the Rights of the Child and in the African Charter on the Rights and Welfare of the
Child, Agenda 2040: Fostering an Africa Fit for Children, and Agenda 2063: The Africa We Want.
We reaffirm that violence against children is preventable, that every child has the right to grow
safe and free from harm, and that ending violence is essential for the realization of peace,
prosperity and sustainable development across the continent.

We also acknowledge the urgent need to move from fragmented, donor-dependent initiatives
towards home-grown, sustainably financed, and legally anchored child protection systems that
protect every girl and boy from all forms of violence.

Key Outcomes and Commitments

1. Leadership and Accountability

1.1 Reaffirmed Africa’s collective commitment for the implementation of Bogota pledges,
through shared vision, collaboration, and mutual learning.

1.2 Recognized governments advancing through the Pathfinding Global Alliance.

1.3 Acknowledged that progress depends on strong political and governance leadership, strong
legal and policy frameworks, peer learning, an active civil society and development partners,
and accountability anchored in African mechanisms and frameworks.



World Health . .
rganization unicef@ | for every child <

/

@)

Policy Forum

ACPF

1.4 We commit to sustain the spirit of solidarity, mutual accountability, and continuous learning,
ensuring that the outcomes of ARISE Africa meaningfully guide future national, regional, and
continental policy dialogues as well as reporting platforms.

2. Investment and Sustainable Financing

2.1 Called for increased domestic investment in child protection systems to reduce reliance on
external aid.

2.2 Urged greater efficiency in the use of existing resources allocated to child protection.

2.3 Emphasized importance of innovative financing mechanisms, including the integration of
child protection into education, health, law enforcement, judiciary, social protection and local
government budgets, as well as mobilizing private sector and philanthropic partners.

2.4 Agreed to explore regional financing benchmarks, partnerships and innovative financing with
African development banks and philanthropy to sustain child protection systems.

2.5 Affirmed that investing in child protection is both a moral and legal obligation, as well as a
strategic investment in Africa’s human capital development, peace, and prosperity.

3. Breakthrough Strategies for Scaled Impact

Endorsed the Three Breakthrough Approaches from the Bogota Call to Action as accelerators for

Africa’s transformation. Agreed that scaling these interventions across the continent will deliver

measurable results and break intergenerational cycles of violence.

3.1 Evidence based parent and caregiver support programmes, that are culturally relevant to
strengthen safe, nurturing and resilient family environments for children. Reinforce family-
based care, and inform policy frameworks, building caregiver capacity, ensuring inclusive
approaches, and embedding monitoring and sustainability mechanisms.

3.2 Safe and enabling schools as protective, inclusive, and empowering spaces that foster
equality, belonging, and learning free from fear and harm- while promoting child
participation, holistic wellbeing, inclusivity, and strong linkages with families, communities,
and national policy frameworks.

3.3 Multi-sectoral response and support services that reach every child through coordinated,
compassionate, culturally responsive and trauma sensitive systems and referral pathways.
Strengthening child protection information management systems/CPIMS+ and ensuring
inclusivity of the system. Ensuring accessibility, equity, integration with national frameworks,
capacity building, accountability, and sustainable partnerships to uphold children’s rights and
wellbeing.

4. Systems Strengthening and Integration
4.1 Committed to building strong, statutory, trauma-sensitive and community-based child
protection systems that reflect Africa’s governance, legal, and cultural contexts.
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4.2 Called for integrated action across social welfare, health, education, justice, security/law
enforcement, and digital sectors, recognizing that protection is a shared responsibility, with
shared service delivery and accountability.

4.3 Actively engage with policy and decision makers and duty holders to lead and champion
efforts in the education sector to embed positive discipline, non-violence, and accountability
throughout education policy, teacher training, and school management.

4.4 Reaffirmed the importance of African innovation and digital transformation in building
interoperable systems that improve coordination, service delivery and accountability.
Promoting inclusivity, equity, capacity building, data protection, sustainability, and
multi-sectoral partnerships to strengthen child protection and social development outcomes.

4.5 Highlighted the central role of health, education, and social service workforce, media,
families, and traditional and faith leaders as trusted actors in protection, information and
care.

4.6 Emphasized that ending violence against children requires transforming harmful norms and
practices, empowering families and institutions, and mobilizing communities to ensure an
enabling environment.

4.7 Strengthen social workforce development, including professionalisation of the social work
sector, and fostering of a community of practice and learning to strengthen child protection
systems.

5. Data, Evidence, and Monitoring

5.1 Building national capacities for regular collection of nationally owned, comparable country-
level data and evidence on violence against children to guide investments, inform policy and
programmes, and track results.

5.2 Agreed to align national and regional reporting with the Global Pledge Tracker and African
Union frameworks to strengthen coherence and transparency.

5.3 Recognized the potential of digital public infrastructure and real-time data systems to
advance cross-border coordination and accountability.

5.4 Confirmed that progress on these commitments will be reflected in continental monitoring
processes, including Agenda 2040 follow-up and the African Charter on the Rights and
Welfare of the Child.

6. Child, Youth, Survivor and Community Participation

6.1 Committed to expanding inclusive child- and youth-led initiatives, survivor networks, and
community-driven movements that amplify young voices and leadership and provide
meaningful engagement of children, communities and survivors in the development and
implementation of child protection laws, policies and services.

6.2 Affirmed that collaboration and communication with children and youth, communities,
families, religious and traditional leaders and civil society groups is critical for ownership,
relevance and sustainability of effective care and protection practices.
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6.3 Reaffirmed that Africa’s children and young people are agents of change, not passive
beneficiaries, and must be central to policy design, monitoring, and advocacy, with inclusive
participation, capacity building, intergenerational dialogue, accountability, and innovation to
ensure sustainable and meaningful impact.

Way Forward

7.1 Endorsed this document as the Addis Commitment to End Violence Against Children in Africa,
representing a unified African voice for children’s protection.

7.2 Committed to disseminate outcomes through continental, regional, and national platforms,
including African Union and Regional Economic Community frameworks.

7.3 Agreed to align national actions and progress on implementation with the Global Pledge
Tracker and align with priorities of Agenda 2040, and Agenda 2063, ensuring accountability
and learning across Member States.

7.4 Resolved to strengthen multi-stakeholder partnerships across government, civil society,
development partners, youth, survivors, academia, the public and private sector, and faith
communities.

7.5 Pledged to sustain the momentum of ARISE Africa through continued collaboration,
innovation, and leadership, ensuring the commitments made in Addis Ababa are translated
into measurable action for every child.

Closing Declaration

We leave Addis Ababa united in purpose and inspired by Africa’s vision for its children: To make
our continent a place where every girl and boy is free from violence, safe within family and
community, and able to reach their full potential today and for generations to come.

“Africa’s future will be measured not by its wealth, but by how it protects its children. Their
protection is our shared legacy”.



