Some examples of provisions prohibiting all corporal punishment of children,
including in the home

Lao PDR (PROHIBITED IN 2023)

Law on the Protection of the Rights and Interests of Children 2006 (Amended 2023) which came into force
in December 2023: “Parents, guardians, and other persons are prohibited from the following behaviors [...]
Physical abuse by corporal punishment, beating, scolding, and other forms of torture of children; Using all
forms of violence against children...” (Article 57 (2) (3))

Zambia (PROHIBITED IN 2022)
Children's Code Act No. 12 of 2022: “A person shall not impose corporal punishment as a form of
punishment on a child.” (section 22)

Colombia (PROHIBITED IN 2021)

Article 1 of the Law prohibiting the use of physical punishment, cruel, humiliating, or degrading treatment
and any type of violence against children and adolescents as a method of correction against children and
adolescents states: “Parents or individuals who exercise parental authority over children and adolescents
have the right to educate, raise and correct their children according to their beliefs and values. The only
limit is the prohibition to use physical punishment, cruel, humiliating, or degrading treatment and any type
of violence against children and adolescents. The prohibition extends to any other person responsible for
their care, in each of the different environments where childhood and adolescence unfold.” (unofficial
translation)

Republic of Guinea (PROHIBITED IN 2020)

Article 767 of the new Children’s Code 2019 states (unofficial translation): “All forms of corporal, physical
or verbal punishment, cruel, inhuman, degrading or humiliating treatment of children are explicitly
prohibited, whether they take place in the family, educational, professional, administrative, judicial or other
setting. The child has the right to benefit from health care, safety and a good education. He/she must be
treated with respect for his/her person and individuality and cannot be subjected to corporal punishment
or other humiliating punishment. Corporal or physical punishment means any physical punishment inflicted
on a child by means of beatings or injuries, mutilation, confinement, or other violent, humiliating or
degrading means. Corporal or physical punishment also constitutes any act involving the use of physical
force in childrearing and intended to cause some degree of pain or discomfort, however light, with a view
to correct, control or modify children's behaviour”.

Japan (PROHIBITED IN 2020)

The Act amending the Child Abuse Prevention Law 2000 and the Child Welfare Act 1947 adopted in
June 2019 - amended article 14(1) of the Child Abuse Prevention Law 2000 state (unofficial
translation): “A person who exercises parental authority over a child shall not discipline the child by
inflicting corporal punishment upon him/her_or by taking other forms of action that go beyond the
scope necessary for the care and education of the child, stipulated in the provision of Article 820 of
the Civil Code, and shall give due consideration to appropriate exercise of parental authority over the
child”

Georgia (PROHIBITED IN 2019)



Article 53.2 of the Code on the Rights of the Child 2019 states (unofficial translation): “Corporal
punishment, torture or any other cruel, degrading or inhuman treatment or punishment of children shall be
prohibited in the family, preschool or general education institutions, alternative care services, medical
and/or psychiatric institutions, penitentiary facilities and any other places. The commission of such acts
shall be punishable under the effective legislation of Georgia.”

For more information, please see: https:/endcorporalpunishment.org/countdown/
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